
Energy Commission Minutes Draft 
April 13, 2010, Meeting 5 

Planning and Zoning Conference Room 
1. Call to order  

a. Meeting called to order at 4:10 by Jay Burke, Vice-Chair. 

b. In attendance were Michael Wojcik, Mike Benike, Phil Wheeler, Jill Mickelson, Jay Burke, Rory 

Lenton, Ed Hruska, Larry Koshire, with guests Susan Waughtal (CERTS), Sandi Goslee 

(Rochester-Olmsted Planning) and Allison Plute (City of Rochester).  Absent were Doug Holtan, 

Michael Allen, and E. Christine Schultze.   

2. Annual Meeting 

a. Mike Benike motioned that the Commission’s annual meeting and election of officers be at the 

next meeting, May 11, 2010.  Up for 1-year term will be the positions of Chair, Vice-Chair and 

Secretary.  The motion passed unanimously. 

3. Approval of Minutes 

a. Approval of minutes was tabled until the next meeting pending corrections. 

4. Decision items 

a. No action items were brought to this meeting.   

5. Discussion Items 

a. Update on ICLEI membership 

i. Phil noted that it appears unlikely that ROCOG will be able to support 50%.  An 

alternate sponsor is needed.  Rory Lenton will investigate the possibility that 

Minnesota Energy could sponsor the ICLEI membership.  

b. Presentation on Green Step Cities designation by Susan Waughtal 

i. CERTS is partnering with the Minnesota Department of Commerce, the Minnesota 

Technical Assistance Program, the Minnesota Pollution Control Agency and others to 

set up a Statewide “Green Step City” designation for eligible communities. 

ii. The program will recognize and (eventually) reward communities that embrace 

sustainable energy practices.  The program is intended to carry forward the U.S. 

Conference of Mayors Climate Initiative. 

iii. To become a Green Steps City, a community must enact sustainability best practices. 

Some examples would be in areas of energy efficient lighting, bike paths, tree planting, 

water & wastewater conservation, purchasing programs, etc.  The Green Step Cities 

program will pool all the best practices together, so communities can learn from each 

other’s good ideas. 

iv. The designation requires no fees, but does require a point of contact and staff time. 

Graduated levels of “greenness” are possible – silver, gold and platinum levels, a la 

LEED.  Eventually grants will be made available to Green Step Cities. 

v. A worksheet exists of sustainable practices.  Susan thinks it likely that the City of 

Rochester will have already completed many of the best practices.  Phil Wheeler will 

obtain the worksheet for the next Commission meeting. 

vi. Discussion on if the Green Step Cities worksheet could replace ICLEI’s methodology.  

Consensus is that Green Step Cities and ICLEI have two different program goals.  The 

possibility of other programs similar to Green Step Cities was discussed. 

c. Presentation on Auditor’s Best Practices Report 

i. Phil Wheeler presented The State of Minnesota Auditor’s Reducing Energy Costs in 

Local Government: Follow-up Report. Included in the report are the physical results of 



a variety of energy conservation practices attempted by Minnesota Communities.  A 

long document, but a good reference to assess future options.  

d. AASHTO Climate Change 101 

i. Phil Wheeler presented Climate Change 101: An Overview of Climate Change for State 

DOTs by the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials 

(AASHTO).  The report evaluates transportation green house gas uses and provides 

suggestions for reducing greenhouse gas emissions from the transportation sector.  

The conclusion appears to be that changing the fuel will give the largest GHG 

reduction.  Changing the mode of transportation or land use give a much lower impact 

per capita.  

e. Website update 

i. Sandi Goslee presented a mock-up of the Energy Commission website, modeled on the 

CUDE website. Members agreed it is an excellent starting point.  Sandi invites 

members to submit local Rochester photos with a sustainable energy theme. Also send 

suggestions for renewable energy links.  

ii. Eventually the website will support the submission of email messages to commission 

members via an email mailbox. 

iii. Members discussed, and unanimously approved that draft minutes could be posted to 

the website pending approval at the next meeting.   

6. Adjournment  

a. Mike Benike motioned and Michael Wojcik seconded to adjourn the meeting. Passed by 

unanimous consent.  

Respectfully Submitted: 
 
_____________________________________ _______________________ 
Jill Mickelson, Acting Secretary    Date 
 


